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P: 630.801.9578 
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E: jpeterbarie@earthlink.net 
 
Education: 
B. of Architecture 
The Pennsylvania State University 
 
Named Outstanding Student of 
Architecture by the Pennsylvania 
Society of Architects & awarded the 
PSA First Prize for my thesis  
“A School of Environmental Design for 
Penn State  
 
Architectural Association  
School of Architecture 
London, England 
Study Abroad Program 
 
Professional Registration: 
NCARB Certified 
North Carolina 
Texas 
Illinois (inactive) 
 
Professional Focus: 
Architectural Design 
New Urbanism 
Traditional Neighborhood Design 
Town Planning 
Project Management 
Professional Practice 

 
Hobbies/Interests:   
Golf, Member USGA (15 handicap) 
Travel to study architecture. 
Research new urbanism projects 
Study traditional neighborhoods 
 
Military Service: 
U.S. Army 4 year’s active duty 
Army Commendation Medal  

Germany  
Bronze Star Medal  

Republic of Vietnam 

 

Biography: 
John has over 30 years experience, the first twenty practicing in New 
York City where he became Project & Design Director for the original 
Trump Tower.  Appointed a Partner at Swanke Hayden Connell 
Architects in 1983, he subsequently directed project teams for a 
variety of residential, institutional, commercial, and retail projects 
including America’s Tower, Brooklyn Union Gas Company HQ (now 
Keyspan Energy), Seaport Plaza/Prudential-Bache HQ, The Pierre 
Condominium, and the historic restoration of the original Bowery 
Savings Bank designed by McKim, Mead & White and built in 1895. 
 
Recruited to North Carolina in 1996 his work included: a multi-
purpose Events & Exhibit Hall for the North Carolina State Fair, a 
Visitors Education & Orientation Center for the US National 
Arboretum in Washington, DC.,  modernization of Williams Cafeteria 
at North Carolina A&T State University, and a new conference/exhibit 
center for the Georgia National Fair.  He also directed the team that 
developed a master plan for the 43 acre Greensboro Campus of the 
Guilford Technical Community College, and he designed their 
Technical Education Center.  Other projects included the 
modernization of Cameron Indoor Stadium at Duke University, the 
North American Production Facility for Poppies Inc. (a Belgian based 
manufacturer of frozen desserts), and the Student Center Expansion 
for the University of North Carolina Wilmington.    
 
Having spent many years of his career in the traditional practice of 
architecture, in 2004 John joined Neumann Homes in Chicago as V.P. 
of Community Design.  His primary responsibility in this position was 
to lead the design team for a community of 2100 homes based on the 
principles of New Urbanism and Traditional Neighborhood Design.  
The project included a wide range of housing types for a variety of 
income levels and a town center with retail and civic building 
components.  Neumann Homes was unfortunately one of the early 
casualties of the current home building industry crisis.  Because the 
project could not go forward, he left Neumann Homes and almost 
immediately was asked to join Perry Bigelow, Founder of Bigelow 
Homes (Professional Builder Magazines Builder of the Year in 2005) 
as Director of Design in March 2006.   With Bigelow he was 
responsible for planning and design of a variety of attached and 
detached single family homes, as well as future mixed-use 
communities which employed TND principles established by founder 
Perry Bigelow.  He also served as Town Architect for Home Town 
Aurora, the signature development of the Bigelow Group.  
 
John has served as an adjunct faculty member of the New York 
University Real Estate Institute, has lectured at both Harvard University 
Graduate School of Design and the Columbia University Graduate 
School of Business.  He was a guest instructor at the North Carolina 
State University School of Architecture.  He has presented continuing 
education programs on “project management” the American Institute 
of Architects National Convention, the AIA South Atlantic Regional 
Conference, and the AIA Wisconsin Convention. 
 
Professional Affiliations/Community involvement: Chair and Founding 
Member of the Congress for the New Urbanism, Illinois Chapter.  
Member of the American Institute of Architects (AIA), & North East 
Illinois Chapter.  Statewide Director, AIA North Carolina Board of 
Directors, and Director of the Continuing Education Academy.  
President of AIA Triangle.  Board Member, Wake County Economic 
Development Program. Chair, City of Raleigh Economic Development 
Committee.    Member, Aurora ArtWalk Cultural Creatives Organizing 
Committee.  Board Member Capitol Area Preservation, Raleigh, NC. 


