Peoria

Site 1

Our team’s streetscape proposal for Site 1 was based on several technical considerations and assumptions. Our site had the highest car count of any section along Main and we were advised that we could not reduce the street width smaller than a 4-lane cross section. We had an asymmetrical land use with residential use on the north side and institutional use (Bradley University) on the south side.  We believed that there was not significant pedestrian travel along the sidewalks flanking Main but that most pedestrian traffic was back and forth across Main between the University and the residential district. There was one lighted 4-way intersection that functioned as an entry to the University’s parking structure to the south and the neighborhood street grid to the north. All other intersections along the University border were “T” intersections, without lights, until the lighted intersection in the Site 2 study area.

Our design goals were to improve pedestrian crossing safety and, if possible, establish a new bike route while improving the roadway aesthetics.

We concluded we did not have sufficient right-of-way width for dedicated bike lanes so we proposed 14’ shared bike/car outer lanes and 10.5’ car-only center lanes providing two lanes of travel in each direction. This would harvest approximately 5’ that we proposed locating adjacent to the north sidewalk along the residential district. This newly created parkway would form a “green fence” landscaped with trees, planting material, or a bioswale-type garden. The fence would visually soften the roadway edge at the residential district and, hopefully, discourage pedestrians from crossing mid-block back and forth the University.  The green fence could be interrupted with paving, in lieu of landscaping, for bus stops, additional cross walks, or other desired pedestrian features.

Our study time did not allow us to fully explore additional pedestrian crossing locations but our intention was to use the green fence to guide pedestrians to the street corners where roadway surface texturing, crossing lights, or other tools could be used to queue motorists and designate safe crossing areas.

If an alternate location for a bike route could be established, then we proposed reducing the four car lanes to 10.5’-wide each and creating an approximately 7’-wide planted median between the center lanes to beautify the road and provide a refuge area for crossing pedestrians.

We did not make recommendations for changes within the University’s property.  However, few of their buildings make direct contact with the city sidewalk so there was at least the physical opportunity to widen the south sidewalk or shift the sidewalk entirely on to Bradley’s property and replace the existing city sidewalk with a matching “green fence”.

