Team Two examined Main Street at the Univeristy Street intersection.  This segment of Main Street is in a transition zone between wider right of ways and changing land uses.
 
The design team was interested in leveraging this important intersection to emphasize the changing nature of the street and adjacent land uses.  East of University Street, the lot sizes become smaller and more residential land uses are integrated into the streetscape.  West of University, land uses are primarily mixed-use, commercial and retail.  Main Street, at this point, is not supportive of the land uses or the pedestrian experience.  The design team attempted to provide a more pleasant experience for the pedestrian or bike rider, while facilitating traffic movements along Main Street.  
 
The design team proposed establishing two distinct right-of-ways, with planted medians, left-turn lanes adapting to specific local conditions, integrated bike lanes and a planted, tree-lined parkway. Interventions were proposed west of University on the north side of the street.  Currently, a large retail building with street-side parking occupies several plots along this stretch of roadway.   The design team recommended widening the sidewalk in this area  and breaking down the retail site into smaller developable parcels.  

The recommended right-of-way would include corner ‘bulb-outs’ for enhanced pedestrian comfort, on-street parking east of University and bike lanes on both sides of the street.  The planted medians would end where left-turn lanes were needed.  Removal or combining of curb-cuts along Main Street would occur. This recommendation would improve circulation along Main Street as well as increase pedestrian safety.  

This design would greatly improve this stretch of the Main Street corridor, provide an attractive gateway into the University and increase opportunities for commercial development.
 

